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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 


Display Conditions: 

That when the publication is on public display, the classification given to the publication 
must be shown on the publication or any package in which the publication is kept. 


Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not AppI icable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book Loompanics Unlimited 2002 The Best Book Catalog In The World is 
classified as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The book is the paper version of the mail-order catalogue of an on-line bookstore that 
declares itself the "lunatic fringe of the libertarian movement". It contains 
advertisements for a large number of books and other items on political topics. Many of 
the books advertised instruct readers in the commission of criminal acts such as the 
making of weapons and the use of illegal drugs. The associated advertisements tend 
to promote or encourage these acts and the catalogue as a whole adds to the degree 
of support by providing access to publications that instruct readers in criminal 
behaviour. The catalogue also contains advertisements for a wide range of 
publications that do not raise concerns and may have value to readers. In addition, it 
serves as a vehicle for the transmission of political and social opinions and ideas. The 
use of the catalogue to obtain books requires judgement. The Classification Office 
considers that adults who use the catalogue to purchase objectionable publications 
choose to accept the possible consequences of their choice. However, children and 
young people do not have the experience or maturity to exercise this judgement. 
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The likelihood of injury to the public good arising from the availability of the publication 
has been weighed against the right to freedom of expression set out in s14 of the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. A classification restricting the availability of the 
publication to adults represents the minimum interference with the freedom of 
expression consistent with preventing injury to the public good. The Classification 
Office is therefore of the view that a restricted classification is both reasonable and 
demonstrably justified. 
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